HILLS WOMEN’S BOWLING ASSOCIATION

BY- LAWS

Competitions

1. The committee appointed by the Hills Women’s Bowling Association (HWBA), be responsible for programming the Pennant matches and to fit the maximum number of matches into the available dates.  This may not necessarily result in complete rounds.  

Pennant matches to commence early in October,

The committee to be responsible for programming special events such as Opening Day, Closing Day, Finals and Association Championships

2. Starting times. 

Starting Times.: Pennant matches to start at 10.00am (9.30 roll up) before Christmas and at 9.30 am (9.00am roll up) after the Christmas break Should one side fail to appear within 30 minutes of the appointed time, the side ready to commence play may claim a forfeit in accordance with Law 46.2.2. If the day is forecast to be hot and both teams agree, an earlier starting time is permissible if greens are ready. 

3. Ends to be played.

Two Trial ends are permitted with two bowls per player.  20 ends to be played with the lunch break after 12 ends, unless both sides , with the permission of the umpire, agree to lessen or extend the time until the lunch break.  A total of 36 ends to be played for a result of a game for all Pennant Matches.

If 36 ends over all three teams have been completed and no further play is possible, the side with the greatest number of shots shall be the winner.

If play is interrupted when less than 36 ends overall have been played the match shall be resumed from the last completed end within two weeks by mutual arrangement or decided by the Executive Committee.

Umpires shall decide and make the final decision whether the match continues right through or until 36 ends are completed, if heat reaches 36 degrees or rain is threatening.

Play may not be abandoned for the day until all reasonable chance of obtaining a result is gone.

4. Substitutions. (Ladies) 

Any lady club member of that club, may be used as a sub. One sub is permitted per team in a side. Subs can play any position except skip. Affiliated subs (members of another club) may play with the umpire’s permission after consideration of comparable playing ability (DR 4.7.3) Substitutes name to be written in full in red on the scorecard with the umpire’s initials beside the name.

5. Umpires.

An official umpire shall be appointed by the home club for each Pennant match and his/her name announced prior to the match.

6. Lunch break.  

Lunch break shall be taken after 12 ends are completed.  The team managers with the permission of the umpire can alter this to suit the conditions of the weather on the day.

7. Scoring.

A winning side shall be determined by shots up and the winning side shall be credited with three points. In the event of a tie, each side shall receive one and a half points. Each winning team shall be credited with one point and in the event of a tie the teams shall each receive a half (1/2) a point.

In the event of a forfeit, all 6 points to be awarded to the opposing side with the addition of 15 shots.

In the event of sides having equal points at the end of the season, the winner shall be the side having the greater number of winning matches, and if these be equal, the side having the greatest number of shots up for the season.

8. Match results.

Results to be telephoned by the home side manager to the Pennant recorder by 7.30pm on the day of the matches.  Record sheets to be posted to the Pennant recorder by the next day.  These sheets must be checked and signed by both club representatives.

9. Weather conditions.  

Heat.
If a Catastrophic Fire Weather Warning is issued for the day of play, all matches will be cancelled.  If the weather forecast (as per the ABC 7pm News on the evening prior to the scheduled day of play) maximum temperature at Mt Barker for the day of play is 36c all matches will be cancelled. Should lightning become a threat the Umpire is to remove all players from the green to a safe area and consider the game stopped as per Law 50.  The game may be resumed when safe to do so.

During extended heat wave conditions, the Executive Committee shall have the power to cancel all games.

If play is cancelled due to weather conditions (heat or rain) no make up games to be played and 3 points awarded to each side, with the exception of the side with a bye.

Rain.

If rain has occurred overnight or early morning, all clubs must notify the Secretary two (2) hours before the appointed match starting time if their greens are unsuitable for play. If all play cannot be relocated to other greens, including the synthetic greens, all games will be cancelled. The executive committee shall have the power to make the final decision to cancel all matches, up until the appointed match starting time.

If rain occurs during the match play and any game has to be stopped when less than 36 ends over all have been played, the game shall be resumed from the last completed end either on the same day or within two weeks by mutual arrangement or decided by the executive committee.

If a change of venue has to be made on any one day, by mutual agreement, clubs can play the next round at the previous venue.

10. Finals

The top four teams on the Pennant table to play finals in HWBA as follows:

Semi Final: 
1st v 2nd 



3rd v 4th 

Preliminary Final: Loser of 1st v 2nd  versus winner of 3rd v 4th 
Grand Final: Winner of Semi-final versus winner of Preliminary final.

In the event of a tie in a finals match Law 45 in The Law of the Sport of Bowls would apply to all games where a winner is required and the score is tied. 

The Committee shall have the power to program and make decisions regarding the venues for all finals matches and to re-program the dates/venues if the weather is an issue.

The Association shall provide umpires for all finals.

Player qualification.

All Pennant players must be registered with Hills Women’s Bowling Association or Hills Bowling Association and to be eligible to play in a finals match must have played at least four Pennant matches for HWBA for their club or club colour in the current season.

Any club side playing in a finals match, that has insufficient qualified players, can apply to the Executive Committee for a permit, to play qualified lady players from another H.W.B.A. club side as affiliated substitutes, with the umpires permission, after consideration of comparable playing ability. Substitutes name/s to be written in full, in red, on the score card with the umpire’s initial beside the name/s.

Opposite Gender Players

No Opposite Gender player shall be selected for a club if the club has available registered same gender players. If a side in a club has insufficient same gender players available, then any eligible opposite gender member, who is a regular player from Saturday Division 2 ,3 or 4 (HBA) or an opposite gender player who has played only one game in Saturday Division 1 Pennant Competition (HBA) in the current season be eligible to play H.W.B.A. pennants competition, but can only play Lead or Second. 

Clubs with more than one side.
Where a club registers more than one side in a pennant season, players names in each side and any additional players, should be submitted to the Secretary after the fourth (4th) match.

Players cannot interchange between sides after playing a total of four (4) games for anyone side. This rule includes a finals match. In the case of extreme circumstances, permission may be sought from the Executive Committee to transfer a player from one side to the other. 

Selection policy.

Each club shall have a Selection Policy based on merit. Selection criteria and the process for selection must be transparent and accountable to members. (Bowls SA Requirements and Procedures)

Payment of fees.

Fees to be paid before the first programmed Pennant round to the Hills Women’s Association Secretary/Treasurer. All players must be registered with Bowls SA.  Penalty for not doing so will be loss of Pennant points for matches involving non-financial and unregistered players from round one.  Points awarded to the opposing side.  Additional players must be registered with fees paid before playing.

Club Women’s Championships.

All clubs that are affiliated with HWBA shall be encouraged to hold Club Championships in Singles, Pairs and Triples and the winners shall compete in the Association Championships.

Players must be members of HWBA and to have played in not less than four (4) pennant matches for their club in the current year. 

As a result of the Association Championships in Singles, Pairs and Triples, those players will compete in the Regional Championships and must be from the same club.

Players are eligible to play in more than one event in both Association and Regional level.

Substitutions.

No substitutions are permitted in a singles match.

Association Championships – Substitution

That in the event of a person unavoidably unable to play in the association championships, other than singles, any club member who has not played in the event shall be able to replace the missing player and failing that a runner up in that particular event played in their club will be allowed to be a substitute (not a skipper) subject to the Tournament Committee’s approval.

The Markers for the Association Singles Championship, be not necessarily umpires, but be conversant with the laws of the game.

All games to be played under the Laws of the Sport of Bowls

